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Who We Are
Founded in 1946, United Spinal Association is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life of all people living with spinal 

cord injuries and disorders (SCI/D), includingveterans, and providing support and information to loved ones, care 
providers and professionals. United Spinal has over 40,000 members and represents over one million individuals with 
spinal cord injuries and disorders with over 50 chapters, over 100 rehabilitation hospital members and close to 200 

support groups nationwide. United Spinal is also a VA-recognized veterans service organization (VSO) serving veterans 
with disabilities of all kinds.

We believe no person should be excluded from opportunity on the basis of their disability. Our goal is to provide people 
living with SCI/D programs and services that maximize their independence and enable them to remain active in their 

communities. 

Our Core Beliefs:
Access to Quality Affordable Healthcare

Employment Opportunities, Self Sufficiency and Independent Living
Consumer Directed Quality Health Care and Community Integration

Preservation of Social Security Benefits
Protecting the Rights of People with Disabilities

VetsFirstCore Principles:
Community Integration and Independence 

Timely Access to Quality VA Health Care and Benefits 
Rights of Veterans with Disabilities 



Programs & Services
ÅAccessibility Services 
ÅAdvocacy/Policy 
ïRoll on Capitol Hill 
ïVetsFirstProgram
ïGrassroots

ÅAffiliate Service Providers/Spinal Network 
ïNew Beginning Backpack Program 

ÅMedical and Scientific Advisory Committee 
ÅNew Mobility Magazine 
ÅUnited Spinal Resource Center 

https://www.unitedspinal.org

https://www.unitedspinal.org/


June 11-14, 2017
Å wƻƭƭ ƻƴ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ Iƛƭƭ ƛǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǇƛƴŀƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

addresses issues that impact the health, independence and quality of life 
of individuals living with spinal cord injuries and disorders. 

Å 150 advocates from 35 states τto advocating for policies that improve the 
quality of life for people with spinal cord injuries and disorders.

Å Issues discussed include:
ï Complex Rehab Technology/Medical Supplies
ï Healthcare reform
ï Community Integration
ï Transportation

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!
https://www.unitedspinal.org/events/roll-on-capitol-hill/

https://www.unitedspinal.org/events/roll-on-capitol-hill/


UPMC Center For Assistive Technology 
Services 

Å wheelchair seating and positioning 

Å personal mobility systems 

Å augmentative communication devices (speech output devices) 

Å audiology services, aural rehabilitation, assistive listening and alerting 
devices, and hearing aid dispensing 

Å specialized computer equipment and software, such as adaptive 
keyboards, monitors, and voice programs 

Å ergonomic workstation design 

Å environmental control units for work, school, or home 

Å recreational devices, such as cycles and skis 

Å consultation on vehicle modifications and related adaptive equipment 

Å adaptive driving evaluation and training 

Å environmental accessibility and recommendations for home modifications 



UPMC Center For Assistive Technology 
The Team

Å Physiatrist (physician)

Å Occupational or Physical Therapist 
(ATP Credential 

Å Rehabilitation Engineer (ATP 
Credentialed)

Å Speech Pathologist

Å Audiologist 

Å OVR Counselor

Å Assistive Technology Supplier (ATP 
Credentialed)

Å Administration 



The chief team member  is é.The client
Quality of  life is specific to and defined by each person and/or 

family receiving services. Skills and supports to enhance quality of  

life will be determined and their effectiveness reported by the 

clients receiving services.



Wheelchair Service Delivery Process
(Good Practices)

ÅScreening

ÅIn-depth evaluation

ÅFinal specifications

ÅDocumentation

ÅFittings

ÅDelivery

ÅTraining

ÅFollow-up




